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PhAST/Laser Focus World Innovation Award Goes to Coherent, Inc. 

New OPSL technology provides tailored laser wavelength for significantly improved treatment of macular 

degeneration

WASHINGTON, April 29 -- The Photonic Applications, Systems and Technologies (PhAST) Conference and Laser Focus 

World magazine are pleased to announce that Coherent, Inc. has been selected as the recipient of this year’s PhAST/

Laser Focus World Innovation Award. The award recognizes the company for the OPSL-577-3 for its twin embodiment of 

technical and application innovation in exploiting the wavelength and power scalability of optically pumped semiconductor 

laser (OPSL) technology. Coherent will be accepting this award at the CLEO Plenary Session on Monday, May 5 at 6 p.m. 

in the San Jose Civic Auditorium at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center in San Jose, Calif.

“Coherent is leading the pack in the development of precisely scalable lasers for customizable use in a variety of 

applications,” said PhAST Co-Chair David Huff. “This new laser not only advances how the photonics industry can apply 

laser technology, but also offers hope for the thousands of sufferers of macular degeneration.”

The OPSL-577-3 is the first laser to fully exploit the wavelength and power scalability of optically pumped semiconductor 

(OPS) technology to deliver several watts at an application-optimized wavelength rather than a legacy wavelength. In fact, 
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